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DESTINATION 
Installation

Pacific Beacon at Naval Base San Diego 
offers on-base resort-style living for bachelor sailors.

By Julie Hussion

| F E A T U R E  | 

Pacific Beacon brings luxury living to 
enlisted sailors in pay grades E-4 and 
above. The high-rise is the first of three 
pilot projects in the privatized bachelor 
housing program for the Navy. Shown on 
these pages, a model unit’s living room 
area and the latest exterior construction. 



While lounging poolside at the Sky Terrace pool, 
gazing at the breathtaking views of the ocean, 
residents of the Pacific Beacon high-rise will feel 
like they are on an extended vacation in a posh 

resort. Instead, this will be the everyday reality at the nation’s 
first-ever large-scale privatized bachelor housing project, sched-
uled to open in December. (Defense Communities first reported 
on Pacific Beacon planning in its May/June 2007 issue). 
This long-awaited project, developed through a partnership 
between Clark Realty Capital (CRC) and the Department of the 
Navy, is now in the leasing stage and nearing completion of its 
first phase. With new residents signing pre-leases daily, Pacific 
Beacon will soon be home to hundreds of unaccompanied 
sailors stationed at Naval Base San Diego.

“We’re getting close to providing the best bachelor housing 
to sailors in the history of the US,” says Jerry Dunaway, project 
executive of Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest. 
“When they see what’s available at Pacific Beacon, they’re going 
to eat it up.”

At the privately owned and operated Pacific Beacon project, 
CRC and the Navy have formed a successful partnership that 
has resulted in a high-quality housing product, bringing luxury 

living to enlisted sailors in pay grades E-4 and above. Pacific 
Beacon, the first of three pilot projects in the privatized bach-
elor housing program, represents a dramatic shift in the way 
the Navy houses its mid-grade enlisted sailors. With its first-rate 
amenities and upgraded finishes, Pacific Beacon will surpass 
the most luxurious of San Diego’s private downtown apart-
ment and condominiums. Most importantly, this resort-style 
lifestyle is all available at or below a sailor’s Basic Allowance 
for Housing (BAH).

“We’ve customized every aspect of the project—including 
the price—to accommodate the independent needs of sailors,” 
says Bryan Lamb, CRC development executive. “Through a 
close relationship with the Navy, we’re bringing spectacular 
views, first-rate amenities, and the comforts of home to our 
residents.”

Luxury by design
Every aspect of Pacific Beacon has been custom designed to 
provide an “at ease” lifestyle for single sailors stationed in San 
Diego. The 941 dual master suites offer private bedrooms, 
bathrooms, and study areas along with upgraded finishes in 
the shared kitchen and living areas. All units feature private 
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balconies or gardens with world-class views of San Diego. 
“It’s really nice—the fact that you have your own living 

space,” says Sailor Steven Santillanes, who recently visited 
Pacific Beacon. “You can actually call it home.”

And while residents will experience the comforts of home 
in their individual units, Pacific Beacon’s impressive ame-
nity packages offer an array of recreation and leisure areas 
that exude a feeling of well-being and escape. Starting with 
the building’s entrance, an impressive lobby resembles that 
of a four-star hotel. The lobby functions as a leisure area, with 
a grand fireplace, cushy seating, a Wi-Fi-equipped café, and 
a sandwich shop. The lobby’s design makes it an ideal place 
for residents to enjoy coffee while surfing the Internet or just 
unwind with friends and colleagues. In addition, CRC devel-
oped numerous outdoor spaces with lush gardens that circle 
the grounds of the project. The beautifully landscaped exterior 
common areas feature barbeque and picnic places, as well as 
outdoor recreation fields. 

While the ground floor has much to offer, it could be argued 
that the most impressive amenities at Pacific Beacon are on 
the roof. The resort-style pool and hot tub, located on the Sky 
Terrace, provide a spectacular view and social area for residents. 
But perhaps the most extraordinary amenities at Pacific Beacon 
are the Beacon Rooms. Located atop two of the 18-story towers 
that make up the main building, the Beacon Rooms are open-
air, yet partially, covered lounge areas with flat-screen televi-
sions, fire pits, and barbeque grills. Additionally, the prime 
location of these common areas provide thrilling 360-degree 
views of the San Diego harbor, the mountains, historic 
Coronado, and even Mexico.

Privacy perks
One of the most significant aspects of living at Pacific Beacon, 

compared with other on-base bachelor housing projects, is 
that residents can feel like they’re in the privacy of their own 
home. The Navy will no longer serve as the landlord since 
Pacific Beacon is a privately managed project. Residents will 
have no Navy-imposed restrictions on overnight guests and no 
inspections. 

“The Navy has taken a hands-off approach in managing the 
residents of Pacific Beacon even though it is located on base,” 
says Lamb. “Units at Pacific Beacon will be considered a sailor’s 
private home and a place for them to relax and re-energize 
while they are off duty.”

Another unique feature about Pacific Beacon is the educa-
tion component that will be offered onsite through the Navy 
Consortium of Colleges classrooms. As a result of focus group 
discussions with sailors who stressed the importance of further-
ing their careers through education, CRC devoted space in the 
building for two classrooms and two computer labs. Moreover, 
the Navy will offer college advisory services, and CRC will help 
to fund sailors’ education through the company’s scholarship 
program. This joint effort between CRC and the Navy aims to 
equip sailors with the tools and resources they need to reach 
their continuing education goals in a convenient setting.

To learn more about leasing at Pacific Beacon, future resi-
dents should visit www.pacificbeacon.com. n

Julie Hussion is a Marketing Associate with Clark Realty Capital. 
Reach her at julie.hussion@clarkrealty.com or 703/294-4603.

See You in San Diego
Attendees of the upcoming PDS XXI in San Diego 
have the opportunity to tour Pacific Beacon and expe-
rience this trend-setting project. As a part of PHMA’s 
focus on Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH), 
Clark Realty Capital will conduct a lecture and tour 
of Pacific Beacon on Monday, January 19. This event, 
limited to the first 300 attendees, will give visitors a 
chance to tour the spectacular lobby and Wi-Fi café, a 
model unit, the Sky Terrace pool, and Beacon Rooms. 
Spaces are expected to fill up quickly, so attendees are 
urged to register now through the PHMA Web site, 
www.phma.com. 

| F E A T U R E  | 

Pacific Beacon apartments feature modern kitchens. However, hungry 
sailors can also access pool-side barbeques and picnic areas, a Wi-Fi-
equipped café, and a sandwich shop on the premises. 




